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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

JANE DOE 1, et al., 
      Plaintiffs 
 v. 
DONALD J. TRUMP, et al., 
    Defendants 

Civil Action No. 17-1597 (CKK) 

 
ORDER 

(January 9, 2018) 
 

 On January 8, 2018, the parties contacted chambers to notify the Court of a discovery 

dispute.  The dispute, in essence, is that Defendants do not want to engage in discovery at this 

time.  Defendants represent that the Department of Defense is scheduled to complete a review of 

military service by transgender individuals by February 21, 2018, and that by that date the 

Secretary of Defense will provide an “implementation plan” to the President.  In light of these 

upcoming events, Defendants have asked the Court to stay discovery until February 21, 2018.  In 

fact, this is the third time Defendants have requested a stay of discovery in this case on this basis.  

See ECF Nos. 63, 72.  If denied this relief, Defendants ask the Court in the alternative to order 

that depositions may not begin until March 2, 2018.  If denied this relief, Defendants ask the 

Court to order that Plaintiffs be foreclosed from later reopening any deposition of a witness who 

is deposed before February 21, 2018.  Finally, if nothing else, Defendants request that the Court 

extend their deadline to respond to Plaintiffs’ written discovery requests from January 16, 2018 

to February 2, 2018.  Plaintiffs oppose all of the relief Defendants request, except that they 

consent to a brief extension of Defendants’ deadline to respond to written discovery.1 

                                                 
1 The parties’ letter briefs are attached to this Order as Exhibit A.   
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 The Court held a teleconference on the record on January 9, 2018, during which it had a 

fulsome conversation with the parties about Defendants’ requests.  For the reasons explained 

during that teleconference, the Court will not stay discovery in this case, nor will it grant any of 

the other forms of relief Defendants have requested.  There are four depositions currently 

scheduled prior to February 21, 2018 (on January 26, 2018, February 7, 2018, February 9, 2018 

and February 16, 2018).  Plaintiffs represent that these depositions will be primarily focused on 

issues that are not related to the Department of Defense’s ongoing study or the forthcoming 

“implementation plan.”  With Plaintiffs’ consent, the Court shall allow Defendants to phase their 

production of documents to Plaintiffs such that only those documents relevant to the January 26, 

2018 deposition of Martha “Martie” Soper are produced initially, by no later than noon on 

January 19, 2018.  The parties have agreed to meet and confer in good faith to determine what 

documents those may be.  Plaintiffs have reasonably requested that the remainder of the 

documents responsive to their requests be provided by no later than January 26, 2018, so that 

they can be available in advance of the three other depositions scheduled prior to February 21, 

2018.   If the parties are unable to successfully meet and confer on what documents need to be 

produced by January 19 or other dates, they shall contact the Court by no later than 10:30 a.m. 

on January 11, 2018.   

 SO ORDERED. 

      /s/      
COLLEEN KOLLAR-KOTELLY 
United States District Judge 
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